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College teams up 
with Lawrence Boys 
and Girls Club 


| By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


: This fall NECC will team up with 
the Lawrence Boys and Girls Club in 
developing a program focusing on 
fighting childhood obesity and pro- 


moting education to children and ~ 


adolescents who live in Lawrence, 
Mass. 

“It's a new program that we're 
starting at the end of Sept. It's a real 
opportunity for the college to get our 
students active with the kids from the 
Lawrence Boys and Girls Club.” said 
Rob Parker, coordinator of Sport and 
Leisure Studies. 

According to Nita Lamborghini, 
assistant dean of student life and 
healthy living, NECC has been eager 
for the opportunity to work with the 
Lawrence Boys and Girls Club for 


Baseball finally 
comes home 


Joni Quinn photo 


The NECC baseball team can finally play a season 
at home thanks to the the new back stop and 
dugouts from a $25,000 grant from Coca-Cola 


See Baseball page 15 


NECC fights to stop 
childhood obesity 


quite some time. 

“We felt like we weren't doing 
enough in the city of Lawrence. 
We're a community college and part 
of our mission is to be involved in the 
community. We want to be a resource 
to the community.” Lamborghini 
said. 

NECC was approved for two 
grants from private, local organiza- 
tions for a combined total of $25,000 
to help fund the new program. 

The six-week program will allow 
up to 50 children from the Lawrence 
Boys and Girls Club, between the 
ages of 10 to 13, to be bussed to 


“NECC's Haverhill campus once a 


week. The children will remain at the 
campus for 30 to 45 min, sessions to 
learn about nutritional facts, staying 
active and opportunities available to 
them regarding higher education. 

“We want to help raise aspira- 
tions, particularly, the educational 
aspirations of young people.” 
Lamborghini said. 

Although NECC has a campus in 
Lawrence, Mass., NECC and the 


See NECC page 7 
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How I spent my summer 
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trustee from board 


Flaherty indicted by 
State attorney 
general office 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC Trustee Kevin Flaherty 
has been suspended from the board 
after being indicted by the state attor- 
ney general’s office on June 29 on 
four different charges. 

According to NECC President 
David Hartleb, Flaherty wrote a letter 
to Joseph Edwards, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, on July 26 request- 


_ ing a leave of absence until his trial 


has concluded to allow him time to 
prepare, which Edwards accepted. 

Following Flaherty’s letter to 
Edwards, Gov. Deval Patrick sent 
Flaherty a letter suspending him from 
the board until the end of the trial, 
according to Hartleb. 

“If Kevin is found guilty, obvi- 
ously he cannot return to the board. If 
he’s found innocent of the charges, a 
decision will be made on whether or 
not he will remain on the board,” 
Hartleb said. 

Flaherty and his father, James 
Flaherty, were both placed on paid 
leave from their jobs with the city of 


One-stop wins award 


Spurk Building still 
waiting for overdue 
renovations 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Behrakis One Stop Student 


center on the Haverhill campus was. 


awarded a Citation of Excellence for 
Interior Building Design from 
Building magazine during the annual 
Office Building Show in N.Y. in July. 

“It's a very unique building 
because of the one-stop and welcome 
center. To give it architectural reality 
and be recognized by a national mag- 
azine for it is wonderful,’ NECC 
President David Hartleb said. 

The Student Center, which 
opened in the fall of 2005, has a vari- 
ety of services housed in one location 
where students can register for class- 
es, pay bills, find information on 
learning accommodations. And meet 
with academic, financial and career 
advisors. 


Haverhill on Jan. 30 after state troop- 
ers raided the Highway Department 
on Primrose Street, armed with a 
search warrant from the state attorney 
general’s office. 

The state attorney general’s office 
announced the indictments of both 
Kevin and James Flaherty on June 29, 
saying its investigation found that both 
men used their positions to benefit 
their own private company, according 
to William D. Cox Jr., city solicitor. 

Kevin Flaherty has been charged 
with: larceny over $250 by continu- 
ous scheme, punishable by up to five 
years in prison or up to $25,000 in 
fines and two and a half years in jail; 
procurement fraud, punishable by a 
fine of not more than $10,000, or 
state prison not more than five years, 
or jail not more than two and a half 
years; presentation of false claims, 
punishable by a fine not more than 
$10,000 or state prison not more than 
five years, or jail not more than two 
and a half years, or both; and conflict 


' of interest, punishable by a fine not 


more than $3,000, or imprisonment 
not more than two years, or both. 

James Flaherty was indicted on 
six charges. 

The investigation began five years 
ago when an anonymous letter was 
mailed to the state inspector’s office 
saying that Flaherty was using city 
employees to work on private paving 


The building was formerly the 
school cafeteria on the top floor with 
offices and a bookstore in the base- 
ment. After being gutted and retrofit- 
ted, in part with funding from the 
Behrakis Family of Lowell in honor 
of Ourania Behrakis, a member of 
the board of trustees until her death 
in 1995, it re-opened as the Behrakis 


Kevin Flaherty, member 
of the board of trustees 


jobs during city hours, and that he was 
stealing materials from the highway 
yard for the jobs, according to Cox. 

“The city was contacted and 
information was requested after the 
letter was received,” Cox said. 

The 11-member board is respon- 
sible for supervising the president of 
the college, overseeing the school’s 
annual budget, approving all full- 
time faculty hirings and setting 
school policy. Trustees do not receive 
pay or any other benefits. 

Flaherty was appointed to a five- 
year term on the board by former 
Gov. Mitt Romney. He graduated 
from NECC in May 2005 with an 
associate degree in liberal arts. 


The 
Behrakis 
Student 
Center 
Was rec- 
ognized 

| for its 
interior 
design by 
Building 
magazine 

| in July. 
Courtesy photo 
One-Stop Student Services center 
with a welcome/express services 
center, a learning accommodations 
center, student records center and a 
career planning and advising center. 
In addition, it houses a cyber café, 


the NECC bookstore and wireless 
service throughout the building. 


See Spurk page 7 
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Education comes" 
first, not landscaping 


It’s been hard not to notice all the 
recent changes around campus. New 
sidewalks line the perimeter, trees 
have been cut down, new landscaping 
has been placed down and new signs 
have been built. 

But has anyone stopped to ask the 
question: If there is money for all the 
change, why have school clubs been 
cut and budgets made smaller and 
why hasn’t anything been done to 
improve the Spurk Building? 

Of course everyone wants the-col- 
lege they attend to be appealing to the 
eye, but what students need more than 
anything else is a better learning envi- 
ronment. The Spurk Building, where a 
majority of classes are taught, lacks 
smart classrooms, adequate computers 
and even air conditioning. 

Students continue to struggle to 
pay tuition and the cost of the many 


textbooks that are required for each 
class. Why not use the money to bring 
the cost down or offer more scholar- 
ships? 

Our baseball team has over 40 
students trying out. At least 20 will 
have to be cut. Why not invest $5,000 
to create a junior varsity team and 
gain the tuition from the students that 
will end up transferring to play some- 
where else? 

We now have an award-winning 
Student Center and a brand new 
Technology Center, but how many 
classes are actually taught there? 

It appears that the Technology 
Center is more beneficial to the out- 
side community than to the student 
community. 

It seems as though all the money 
has been put into the esthetics of the 
school instead of the classrooms and 
programs themselves. The main focus 
should always be on the students and 
their education. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.equ 


*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 


SPEAKING OF THE VIETNAM WAR, GUESS WHO, BACK IN THE DAY, 
AVOIDED THE DRAFT SO HE WOULDN'T HAVE 10 GO THERE. 


How do you feel about textbook 


Moises Santana, Liberal Arts 
“J think that they’re expensive, espe- 
cially to those that need financial 
aid.” 


Andrew 


Kennedy, Computer 
Technology 
“They’re too expensive. It’s just too 


much.” 


F 


- prices? 


Carly Andrews, Liberal Arts Sean Palmer, Graphic design and 
“They’re expensive and if you get the Multi-Media , 

wrong one and try to return it, they “They’re too expensive.” 

only give you a fraction of the cost 

back.” 


Nicole Nolette, Undeclared 
I think they’re accurate and reason- 


Adam Lowe, General Studies 

“They should be cheaper because it’s 
hard for students to come up with the _ able.” 
money.” 
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Forget world news, | see the world 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Environmental Editor - 


is 


I don’t really 
have an opinion 
on any recent 
world news or 
pany local news 
right now. World 
events? I don’t 
| know. Local 
news? I don’t 
know. I really 
, don’t want to 

comment or even really talk about that 
| stuff. Just don’t ask me. Not because I 
| don’t care, but because I don’t actually 
know about anything that’s going on. 
It’s the result of how I choose to spend 
my summers. And it’s always kind of 
nice. 

I’m a whitewater guide in Maine, 
for Magic Falls Rafting Company. I 
lived in and out of tents, at least this 
summer I did, in the West Forks. It’s a 
| -wildemess area. No luxuries. It’s pretty 
’ simple living. You don’t need much. 

I haven’t been able to find a TV to 
watch or a newspaper to read for a little 
over two months now. And when you 
|| have to travel a good distance to seek 
||. these two things out, it makes it that 
much easier to stay uninformed. 


Occasionally I had access to a comput- 
er. But all I did was check river levels 
and gauges on the American 
Whitewater Association Web site. 

I remember about a month ago, I 
overheard some customers talking about 
a bridge that had just collapsed the day 
before and killed people, and that more 
were missing. I didn’t hear the whole 
conversation so I thought it had some- 
thing to do with the Big Dig. Later on I 
found out it was somewhere over the 
Mississippi. ; 

But it’s not like I don’t try to keep in 
touch with people or find out what’s 
new. It’s just very hard to. The only kind 
of broadcasting of local news comes 
through a police scanner. For the most 
part, the scanners stay quiet. The silence 
of a police scanner is definitely golden. 
But there are no police here. There are 
two sheriffs in Bingham, 40 miles to the 
south on Route 201, and then a few 
more in Jackman, 40 miles north. Other 
than that, Maine state game wardens are 
the law for that 80 mile gap. Other than 
fish and game violations, there is virtu- 
ally no crime there. That, and there are 
car accidents. 

When the scanner picks up chatter, 
it’s either from a logging truck or from 
the West Forks Fire Department. And 
later on, you find out through word of 
mouth, from someone with a scanner, 


College mission is — 
not just job training 


Below are two quotes that I 
believe go to the heart of what a com- 
munity college is about. 

The first quote is from Thomas 


Jefferson: “A people cannot be both 


ignorant and free.” 

The second quote is from the 
superintendent of schools for Terre 
Haute, Indiana, 1875: “If we shall 
limit the education of the masses, 


and trust to the extended education 
of the few for directive power and 
skill, we must expect to be ruled by 
monopolies, demagogues and parti- 
sans.” 

Both quotes speak of education, 
not job training. If a community col- 
lege is to accomplish its mission, the 
two must never be confused. 


Paul Bamberger 
NECC Faculty Member 


Idealism vs. realism 
at community college 


Dear Editors: 


I would like to offer a commen- 
tary on Paul Bamberger's letter. 
While both quotes used are vague 
and agreeable enough, the main 
thrust of his letter discounts the 
realities that many community col- 
lege students face. Jefferson and 
the Superintendent certainly offer a 
terrific philosophical direction for 
professors to go in — and I will be 


the first to agree with those quotes - 


— unfortunately, some students do 
indeed need job training. 

Many students, particularly at 
the community college level, do 
not have a level of privilege that 
allows for more lofty, academic 
pursuits. Often these students are 
relegated to job training simply as 
the fastest way to put dinner on the 
table. 

There is no doubt that there is a 
correlation between education and 
position in society; I mean this in 
both economic and social senses. 

However, the problem is not 
owned by the community colleges, 
but rather the social demands 
placed on these institutions. Entry 
level positions are not looking for a 
well rounded scholar with a fresh 


set of liberal arts courses under her 
belt. A set of skills and a degree are 
the breadwinners, as unfortunate as 
that may be. 

Creativity plays a distant sec- 
ond fiddle to a shiny resumé. 

Furthermore, as a graduated 
NECC student, I would like to 
defend the institution of NECC. 
In my experience, all two glorious 
years, I never found myself boxed 
in by an atmosphere of fast-tracked 
job training. Every professor I 
encountered was more than happy 
to help me in my academic pur-_ 
suits, as frivolous and unprofitable 
as they were. The only hinderance 
to a lofty, ivory-tower bound com- 
munity were the socioeconomic 
strains placed upon the average 
community college student — single 
parenting, full time jobs, more part 
time jobs... more than most can 
handle. 

Job training is necessary. The 
mindset at NECC is not responsible 
for the wilting of creativity and the 
fading of academia in community 
colleges; it is in fact the man's 
fault. It so often is. Damn the man. 


David Coman-Hidy 
Associate of General Studies 


Andrew Wahl photo 


Sandals: good for the “sole.” 


that something happened. 

There are 38 year-round residents of 
the Forks, the town next to the West 
Forks. Word travels fast in a place that 
size. And you get to know pretty much 
all of those people. And they get to 
know you. 

It’s God’s country up there. And it’s 
beautiful. It’s majestic and vast. You live 
off the land. You could hunt and fish and 
be set for food for whole the year. A lot 
of people do that there. But that doesn’t 
mean life is always beautiful there. 
Don’t get me wrong for the most part it 
absolutely is. But nature, despite its 
beauty, can be cruel and unforgiving. 

Of those 38 residents living in the 
Forks, 30 of them are paramedics, and 
most of those are EMTs. There is a 
health clinic in Jackman, and then a 
small hospital in Skowhegan, which is 
75 miles south on Route 201. Distance 
and the relative proximity to. these 
places are always toward the front of . 
everyone’s minds. There’s no room for 
world news when everyone is too busy 
looking out for each other, including the 
visitors that frequent this place during 
the summer. 

Being a river guide is hard work, 
but, at the same time, it’s not. It’s only 
hard work when at the end of the day, 
you body feels it and you know you'll 
be doing it all again the next day. But 


Aue 


that can be said of any labor job. But 
when you love what you do, it’s never 
that hard. After sitting around and re- 
hashing the day or sharing river stories 
over some cold beers with the close 
friends you make up there, you realize 
it’s hard work when you’re on your way 
to bed, knowing you have to get up early 
the next morning and do it all again. But 
it’s not really that bad when you love 
what you do. Every day is different on 
the river, and you’re always learning. 
Even the old-timers will tell you that. 

I remember one specific night when 
I was on my way back to my tent at base 
camp. I had been'standing on the little 
dirt road gazing up at the night sky, 
through narrow spires of silhouetted 
pine trees, looking at the stars, picking 
out constellations, looking for satellites 
(there’s no light pollution there), breath- 
ing in the crisp 40 degree air, with the 
trickle of the creek next to my camp site, 
with the Dead River in the distance and 
the other woodland sounds that become 
amplified at night. Just loving the 
moment as I always do on those late- 
night walks back to my tent. No world 
news or current events to think of that 
could possibly spoil the moment 

I began my blind trek down the nar- 
row pitch-black path, moving slowly. 
My arms waving back and forth in front 
of me like I was doing the breast stroke 


to ensure that I was on the path. This is 
a pretty common routine for me. I got to 
my tent and started to get into my sleep- 
ing bag when the sounds of the night 
were suddenly drowned out by the 
sound of an emergency vehicle siren. It 
was one of the WFFD pick-up trucks 
screaming northward on 201, toward 
Jackman. Whoever driving it was a first 
responder. I knew this because I hadn’t 
heard any sirens in the distance so it had 
obviously come from the Fire 
Department, which was close. It passed 
and I listened to the siren fade away after 
a couple minutes or so. You rarely hear 
sirens up there. And when you do, it’s 
because someone is hurt, rarely because 
there has been a crime committed or that 
one’s in progress. My contentment with 
the night had been broken. I sat there on 
my leaking air mattress listening for the 
next vehicle to head that way. Sure 
enough, there were a few more, includ- 
ing the Fire Department’s ambulance, 
“The Jaws of Life.” 

I couldn’t really sleep after that. Not 
because the noise of the vehicles broke 
my placid state of mind. The sound of a 
siren up there is always foreboding, 
because they could be rushing to or car- 
rying someone you know. Like I said, in 
communities this small, you know 
everyone. You know who lives where 
and who hangs out with who and were. 
You know why people go where they 
go. You are usually friends with every- 
one. And if you’re a guide, you’re qual- 
ified to help in some way. But anyone 
can help. And that’s what you want to 
do, is go help. Everyone shares this 
common sentiment there. After a while 
of hoping that it wasn’t someone I knew, 
I went to sleep. 

Now a time later, rng been home 
for a couple days, I’ve heard all manner 
of sirens. Seen so many police cruisers 
in a short drive, that I realize that I for- 
get what its like being home. Back to 
world events and stuff I guess ... but 
never truly. I end up caring more and 
more, every summer I come back, about 
what those sirens are doing. So being 
isolated from society can be a good 
thing. By starting to care just about our 
immediate environment and location, 
and people there, maybe that would 
solve this world’s problem. Work from 
the small stuff up to the big stuff. Who 
knows? Maybe it would, maybe it 
wouldn’t. 


Dear Editors, 


As the summer is coming to a 
close, professors are trying to 
determine what kinds of assign- 
ments are adequate and useful to 
enable student to gain proficiency 
in a particular subject. This gets 
into the question of “homework.” 
How much is enough? How much 
is too much? 

I tell my students that under 
ordinary circumstances they can 
expect to spend two to three hours 
working outside of class for each 
hour in class. For example, a three- 
credit history course requires about 
six to nine hours of homework a 
week, on average. If every professor 
demanded this workload, a student 
could expect to spend 45 to 54 hours 
on academic work every week 
throughout the 15-week semester. 
This is equivalent to the workload in 


a demanding profession, such as a 
college professor. 

Now, what happens when you 
are also employed for 20 or 30 or 
more hours per week? This forces 
you to schedule time very carefully; 
if you also have family responsibili- 
ties, even more carefully. 

Many students draw this to my 
attention each semester, and suggest 
that the required reading and writing 
assignments be scaled back. Yet, I 
have selected the assignments so that 
students will meet the course objec- 
tives. While I might modify the 
assignments from semester to 
semester, the required workload usu- 
ally remains at the same level. 

I think we need to have a dis- 
cussion at the college as to how 
much homework is useful and 
acceptable. What is excessive? 
What kind of work is appropriate 
inside, and what kind outside of 


Faculty, students should 
discuss course workload. 


class? Should homework be 
assigned with the students’ outside 
commitments in mind? Should stu- 
dents schedule their time more 
effectively? What prevents them 
from doing so? Should they take 
fewer courses if they have signifi- 
cant outside responsibilities? 

I hope that this letter begins a 
discussion-that includes lots of stu- 
dents, faculty, professional staff and 
administrators. Everyone has some- 
thing to offer here and we need to 
understand each others’ views. I 
hope the Observer will facilitate this 
discussion. 


Sincerely, 

Stephen J. Russell, Ph.D. 
Assistant professor of history 
Chairman 

Department of History, 
Government, Philosophy 
and Economics 
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Gravity — and then the fall 


Seasonal affective 
disorder: more than 
end-of-summer blues 


By MELISSA CARON 
Copy Editor 


It was one of 

| those chilly 
mornings we 
had a couple of 
weeks ago when 
I encountered a 
woman in the 
parking lot as I 
was walking 
into work. I was 
7 about two hours 
late already 
mis-remembered hair 


(after a 
appointment and an overall very 
sluggish morning), and I was, after 


all, born and raised in New 
Hampshire, so I did what any self- 
respecting New Englander would do 
when encountering a person you 
don't know: I avoided eye contact. 

She, apparently, didn’t get the 
memo that she was supposed to be 
unfriendly too. 

“This is so messed up,” she said. 

I did the classic head check over 
both shoulders — “You talkin’ to 
me?” — before I realized that she 
must, indeed, be talking to me, the 
only other person in the parking lot. 

“What is?” I said. 

“This weather!” as if it should 
have been obvious what she was 
referring to. 

I had to agree with her. It was 


feeling a whole lot like fall when it 
was, technically, still supposed to be 
summer. I forgave her for the swear- 
ing and for being a stranger in gener- 
al, and said all that my pre-coffee, 
late-for-work, thought-the-appoint- 
ment-was-today-but-it-was-yester- 
day-so-I-still-haven’t-washed-my- 
hair brain could think of to say: 
“Yeah.” 

But I did say it emphatically 
enough for her to respond, “You must 
have SAD, too.” 

I thouglit about the past few weeks 
and how it had begun to be obvious 
that the days were, indeed, getting 
shorter, how in the mornings the air 
was getting that cooler, drier feeling 
that always reminds me of the first day 
of school, how that one tree on North 
Main Street that always changes first 
had been showing orange for a while, 
and how other oaks and maples were 
following suit, their leaves beginning 
their slow death that is admittedly 
beautiful, but a death nonetheless. 
Then I thought about the sluggish 
morning I’d had, in fact, how many 
sluggish mornings I’d been having, 
and I answered her again. 

“Yeah.” 

I call it the Gravity. I read a book 
where the main character called it 
“wearing heavy boots,” and that 
works too. I also used to have dreams 
that I was walking underwater, 
against a current, while everyone else 
was on dry land, and that was a fitting 
metaphor. But for simplicity’s sake, 
because the word itself sounds heavy, 
because it all-encompassingly means 
“the force that pushes you down- 
ward” as well as “solemnity” and “an 
ominous quality,” I call it Gravity. 


ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


The technical term for it that the 
woman in the parking lot used, SAD, 
or seasonal affective disorder, is just 
what it sounds like — a disorder that 
comes and goes with the seasons and 
affects a person’s mood. A large per- 
centage of the population in northern 
latitudes experience the disorder at 
least to some extent, and the symp- 
toms can range to a general, vague 
feeling of malaise or “the blues” to 
full-blown clinical depression. 

And why wouldn’t the change of 
seasons evoke a chemical response in 
humans? Something in the colder 
evenings, shorter days and lower 
angle of sunlight tells the leaves to 
change their color and finally drop 
off as the tree enters its months of 
sleep. And when animals hibernate, 
it’s more than a case of them being 
“really really tired.” 

used to love the fall. Only slight- 


~ ly less than Iused to love the first 


signs of winter — ice skimming the 
surface of the lakes, the last leaves 
falling, the smell of wood smoke, that 
opaque, milky quality the sky gets 
before snow flurries. I’d wait impa- 
tiently for the first snowfall, and I’d 
spend hours every day playing in the 
white stuff in my backyard. 

Now the snow is just another sign 
of the Gravity, like an icy blanket that 
bears down on everything. People 
remind me that the snow cover is 
good for the plants: It insulates them, 
protecting them from the winds and 
extremes in temperature. Cerebrally I 
know that’s true. But my gut main- 
tains that if I can feel the snow 
squeezing the air out of my lungs, the 
ground must feel it too. 

Don’t mistake my feelings for the 
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fall and winter seasons for a dislike 
of the snow or of being cold in gener- 
al. It is generally agreed upon by the 
medical profession that SAD is a 
response to the decreased hours of 
daylight in the colder months. 

Now, as a lowly copy editor with 
only not-quite-an-associate degree, 
I’m certainly in no position to give 
medical advice. However, as someone 
with 10-plus years of experience with 
SAD, I can say what I have done to 
help make the winter a bit less heavy. 

1) Soak up some rays. The sim- 
plest fix is to get sunlight when it is 
available. Bundle up, and get out- 
side! 

2) Keep caffeine intake to a 
minimum. My first instinct when 
I’m feeling lethargic is to guzzle cup 
after cup of coffee, but because caf- 
feine is a diuretic, it ends up depriv- 
ing your body of the water it needs 
for fuel. Which brings me to my next 
tidbit: 

3) Watch what you eat. It is a 
natural tendency, even more so if you 
have SAD, to crave carbohydrates in 
the winter - breads, sugars, starches — 
you know, comfort food. But again, 
that stuff won?t give your body the 
nutrition it needs to stay energized. 

4) Maintain a healthy sleep 
cycle. I love naps. I can go home in 
the afternoon and pass out for two, 
three hours at a time. Of course, that 
means that I am wasting valuable 
hours of sunlight. Then there’s the 
whole matter of not being able to 
sleep when it’s dark, which means 
that if it’s a weekday and I have to go 
to work, I’m exhausted all day 
because I haven’t slept enough; and if 
it’s a weekend, Ill end up sleeping 


until noon, thus, again, missing valu- 
able hours of sunlight. It’s much eas- 
ier just to get yourself into a healthy 
rhythm of sleeping and waking. 

5) Try light therapy. Daylight, 
or full-spectrum lamps, put out 
waves of light that mimic sunlight. 
You sit in front of it for half an hour 
each morning, ideally (although any 
time of day will have some benefit). 
A couple of cautions: First, if the 
light is not intense enough, as in 
some cheaper daylight lamps, it will 
have no better than a placebo effect. 
Second, do not mistake tanning 
beds for effective SAD treatment. 
They do not put out full-spectrum 
light, and they have the added 
potentially harmful effect of caus- 
ing skin cancer. 4 

_ 6) Get some exercise. Exercise 
increases levels of chemicals in 
your brain that make you feel happy 
and awake, counteracting the ones 
that are making you feel bad. Better 
than working out at a gym or some 
other indoor facility is getting out- 
side to go for a walk or a job (see 
point No. 1). 

7) It might be a good idea to see 
a doctor if your symptoms are bad 
enough so that they are interfering 
with your daily life. First, to rule out 
any underlying medical condition 
that might be making you feel tired, 
and second, to decide on an appropri- 
ate course of treatment to get you 
feeling like yourself again. 

These suggestions are what get 
me through the winter, but the thing 
that helps more than than anything 
else is this: The knowledge that, 
beginning Dec. 21, each day is a little 
bit longer than the one before. 


. McClatchy-Tribune News 


Service (MCT) 

Nearly six years after terrorists 
hijacked four airplanes, the 
Transportation Security 


Administration has proposed a sim- 
ple, sensible, non-intrusive plan to 
screen airline travelers. 
It’s about time. 
, The government won’t sift 
| through passengers’ credit card pur- 
chases or travel histories to play 
guess-the-terrorist. Privacy advocates 
| put the kibosh on that scheme. 
Instead, TSA will take over from 
| the airlines the job of matching pas- 
|, senger lists to the no-fly list and the 
|| extra-screening list. 
Passengers will be required to 
| give their full names when making 
reservations and will be asked for date 
of birth and gender. TSA expects to 
prevent 99.5 percent of false matches. 
To take a real life example, Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy would not be 
stopped repeatedly because  T. 
Kennedy is an alias for an Irish 
| Republican Army member. 
A similar plan was proposed four 
| years ago. It’s hard to believe it has 


pid N de eS sins, 


_ Finally — sensible 
passenger screening 


taken this long to do something so 
simple.Thousands of travelers of all 
ages are stopped and searched because 
their names resemble a name on a list. 

Last year, CBS News interviewed 
a dozen men named "Robert 
Johnson" who said they’re delayed 
every time they fly. The Robert 
Johnson who bombed a Hindu temple 
is a 62-year-old black Trinidadian, 
but airline employees don’t know 
anything but the name. 

Under the new Secure Flight 
plan, a TSA agent with a security 
clearance will have access to no-fly 
list members’ dates of birth and gen- 
der.To deal with the expected 0.5 per- 
cent error rate, TSA will offer a 
“redress number” to passengers who 
have been delayed in error or a 
“known traveler” number to those 
who have passed a “terrorist security 
threat assessment.” 

In addition, international carriers 
will have to send passenger lists to the 
government before planes take off, 
announced Homeland _ Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff last week. 
“Now, the airlines give us their mani- 
fests after the plane has left the ground 
and that is too late,” Chertoff said. 

Ya think? 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Wed., Sept. 12 - 
College Life & 
Campus Services 
Fair -H (Quad) ~ 

llam-1lpm ° 


Tues., Sept. 


25- 


Making College 


Count - 


Ultimate 


Road Trip - L 
(Dimitry) - - 6pm 


NECC Observer Sept.5,2007 Page5 


What a tangled web 
Wikipedia weaves 


SSS Senet A 


The problem is that, by definition, 
Wikipedia is always a work in progress, 
and the question of who wrote what — 
and with what motive — has _been 
difficult to determine. 


McClatchy-Tribune News 
Service (MCT) 


“Wikipedia is the best thing ever. 
Anyone in the world can write any- 
thing they want about any subject, so 
you know you’re getting the best 
possible information.” 

So proclaimed Michael Scott, the 
hopelessly clueless boss played by 
Steve Carell, in an episode of “The 
Office” that NBC re-ran last 
Thursday. As it happened, three days 
later, The New York Times revealed 
some of the problems that have 
occurred with Wikipedia when any- 
body in the world can write anything 
he wants about any subject. 

For those who came late to the 

revolution, Wikipedia is a free online 
encyclopedia offering what’s known 
as “open source” material. That means 
you not only can look stuff up, but you 
also can change what other people 
have written and add your own 
entries. Founded just six years ago by 
a former futures trader named Jimmy 
Wales, Wikipedia now dwarfs any 
other encyclopedia, with more than 
5.3 million articles (nearly 2 million in 
English) written by 75,000 contribu- 
tors in more than in 100 languages. 
_ Wikipedia is a fascinating exper- 
iment in what behavioral scientists 
call “the wisdom of the masses”: 
Given a large enough and diverse 
enough group of people operating 
with the right kind of independence 
and autonomy, crowds make better 
decisions than individuals. The theo- 
ry behind Wikipedia is that given 
enough time, biases will balance out, 
errors will be caught and a form of 
collective truth will emerge. 

The problem is that, by definition, 


Wikipedia is always a work in 
progress, and the question of who 
wrote what — and with what motive 
— has been difficult to determine. An 
editor at Encyclopaedia Britanica once 
compared it to a public toilet seat, in 
that you never know who used it last. 
That has changed. 

’ Wired News reported last week 
that Virgil Griffith, a 24-year-old 
cognitive scientist at Santa Fe 
Institute in New Mexico, has created 
a Web site called 
wikiscanner.virgil.gr, that makes it 
much easier to trace changes made to 
Wikipedia text. The site cross-refer- 
ences editing changes with the com- 
puter network on which the change 
originated. This is not particularly 
helpful if the change was made by an 
individual user on a large public net- 
work, but it looks like it could cut 
down on _ corporations using 
Wikipedia as a tool for image-mold- 
ing, marketing and public relations. 

For example, Wikiscanner 
revealed that last year, someone at 
PepsiCo, Inc., edited the Wikipedia 
entry on Pepsi-Cola, deleting para- 
graphs that claimed the cola was bad 
for consumers’ health. Similarly, a 
change to the entry for Sea World 
amusement parks — substituting 
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“killer whales” for “orcas” — was 
traced to a computer in the network of 
Anheuser-Busch Inc.,, Sea World’s 
parent company. Other companies 
that have edited Wikipedia entries 
include Wal-Mart, ExxonMobil and 


' Diebold. 


“The yield, in terms of public 
relations disasters, is about what I 
expected,” Wikiscanner inventor 
Griffth told The Times. (The newspa- 
per’s own network was found to have 
been the source of unflattering edits 
in entries about President George W. 
Bush and Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice.) 

Wales, the founder of Wikipedia, 
said changes were under considera- 
tion to put registered would-be edi- 
tors on notice that their Internet pro- 
tocol addresses were being recorded. 

Our emotions about all this are 
mixed. We’re in the business of offer- 
ing opinions in a public forum, and 
our institution puts its name at the top 
of every page. But having spent our 
career at the mercy of vicious, tone- 
deaf being nurtured by careful, precise 
editors, we know the pain of seeing 
well-wrought prose mangled into 
unreadable pap satisfaction that comes 
from collegial collaboration. Phooey 
on Hurrah for collective wisdom. 


ow H (Spurk 
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Developmental 
programs receive 


$25,000 from Verizon 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


The Verizon Foundation has 
donated $25,000 to help NECC stu- 
dents enrolled in developmental 
education, adult literacy and English 
as a second language courses to 
become fluent.in information tech- 
nology. 

“Verizon is supporting literacy 
programs throughout the state and 
we're particularly interested in this 
program ... it will help immigrants 
and students who otherwise would 
not advance their education or their 
careers,” said Stephanie Lee, 
Verizon regional director of public 
affairs. 

The donation will be used to cre- 
ate a Verizon Information 
Technology Scholars Program, 
which will allow 100 NECC stu- 
dents involved in adult literacy, ESL 


College 


Mark Andrews 
resigns following 
DUI arrest 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-chief 


PTR ts 


and developmental education pro- 
grams to work on earning a certifi- 
cate in information technology 
while continuing their developmen- 
tal coursework. 

NECC created the certificate 
program in information technology 
a few years ago because of the high 
demand for computer literate candi- 
dates in today’s job market. 

“Throughout higher education 
there is a big push for people to 
become fluent in information tech- 
nology. We’re going to give (stu- 
dents) .some support,” said Mike 
Pelletier, principal investigator if the 
special project and former depart- 
ment chairman of Computer 
Technology and Engineering. 

NECC students involved in the 
scholars program will also receive 
textbooks and a flash drive. 

As part of the Verizon 
Information Technology Scholars 
Program, NECC will provide mobile 
computers, removable hard drives 
and a Verizon lecture series in the 
field of information technology. 

“(The one at) NECC is one of 
the most comprehensive and sophis- 


_ Said. 


ticated programs 
we’ve seen,” Lee | 
said. 

The scholars 
program will also 
allow students the 
opportunity to 
communicate with 
each other by cre- 
ating an online 
forum using 
NECC’s Web CT 
program. 

“We’re trying 
to create a virtual 
community 
among all stu- 
dents in this pro- 
gram,” Pelletier 


In order to 
receive the fund- 


From left to right: Bill Heineman, acting dean of business, math, science and tech- 
nology; Jean Poth, vice president of institutional advancement; Stephanie Lee, 


ing for the Verizon Verizon regional director of public affairs; student Solanlly Arias of Lawrence; Lori 


Information 
Technology 
Scholars Program, 
Pelletier along with Kathy Proietti, 
current chairwoman of the 
Computer Technology and 
Engineering Department, presented 


seeks new VP 


services and other areas. He or she 
reports to the president and is a 


member of the President’s Cabinet. — 


Qualifications that the new 
vice president must possess 
include a master’s degree in a dis- 
cipline related to the responsibili- 
ties of the position as well as expe- 
rience and a strong record in finan- 


’ cial management and administra- 


Northern Essex is currently on 
the hunt for a new vice president of 
administration and finance. 

“We are looking for a talented 
person who understands the facili- 
ties and the budgeting process,” 
NECC President David Hartleb 
said. 

The college received over 60 
applications from various parts of 
the country. Ten have been selected 
to come to the campus for an inter- 
view that will be conducted by a 
search committee formed by 
Hartleb. The com- 
mittee consists of 
six college per- 
sonnel, including 
Hartleb as the 
chairman. Two or 
three of the appli- 
cants from that 
group will be 
asked to come 
back for a more 
extensive inter- 
view. 

“We have a great pool to 
choose from and I’m very pleased 
with the quality of the candidates,” 
Hartleb said. 

The new vice president will 
serve as the chief financial officer 
of the college and will be responsi- 
ble for providing leadership and 
management in finance, budgeting, 
accounting and reporting systems, 
physical plant, facilities planning, 
purchasing, security, auxiliary 


tive responsibility. The new vice 
president must have excellent com- 
munication and _ interpersonal 
skills; a commitment to helping 
foster a collegial environment 
among faculty, staff and students; a 
commitment to diversity; and an 


‘understanding of the mission of a 


community college. 

The ideal applicant would have 
at least 10 years of direct manage- 
ment authority over line personnel 
in the field of public administration 
and/or the delivery of public pro- 


Seana eee 
Mark chose to resign because he had an 
interest in pursuing other professional 
interests. . 
-David Hartleb 
NECC president 


grams. Experience in a college or 
university is preferred as is a record 
of contributing to the moderniza- 
tion and strengthening of financial 
and business structures. 

The search for a new vice pres- 
ident came when former vice presi- 
dent Mark Andrews resigned fol- 
lowing a drunken-driving arrest 
that took place on April 21 in 
Newburyport. At the time, Hartleb 
said he had no intention of firing 


Archive photo 


Mark Andrews, former 
vice president of adminis- 
tration and finance. 


Andrews but said he “needs help.” 
This was Andrews second time 
within a year that he was arrested 
for driving under the influence. 
According to 
an article written 
by The Eagle- 


Tribune on June O24, 


Joseph Edwards, 
chairman of the 
board of trustees, 
said he - didn’t 
know whether or 
not Andrews was 
still getting a pay- 
check, but he was 
asked to leave a 


week ago. 

Hartleb refused to comment on 
whether or not Andrews had been 
put on any type of leave before his 
resignation. 

“Mark chose to resign because 
he had an interest in pursuing other 
professional interests,” Hartleb 
said. 

According to Hartleb, a candi- 
date for the job will be chosen by at 
least October. 


Heymans, assistant professor and Mike Pelletier, professor emeritus. 


the Verizon Foundation with a 10- 
page proposal identifying their 
organization and their cause. 

“We’re in the business of edu- 
cating people,” Pelletier said. 


For more information about the 
Verizon Information Technology 
Scholars Program, contact Mike 
Pelletier ‘aba 
MPelletier@necc.mass.edu. 


Trees come down 
all over campus 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Staff Writer 


Has there been a tree massacre on 
campus? It would appear that several 
white black-stained trees have gone 
missing ... as have just about all the 
short trees on the side of the gym. 
Most of the bushes around the library 
have been butchered as well. What has 
happened? What terrible famine has 
hit campus over the humid summer 
months? 

Yes, there has been a tree 
removal project. The Groveland 
Valley Tree Company, according to 
NECC grounds foreman Paul 
Tomasz, has taken out pine trees, 
birch trees and cherry trees, and the 


maintenance department has 
removed bushes. 
Chief of security Bill Blouin theo- 


rized that the trees had been removed 
because they were dying. According 
to Tomasz, many of the pine trees had 
a fungus known as diplodia blight. 
There were at one time around 80 
Austrian Pines on campus; about 30 
have been removed thanks to this 
blight. The less-harmed trees were 
treated. According to “Diplodia Blight 
of Pines,” written by Plant Pathologist 
Glenn Peterson, this fungus is “rarely 
found in natural pine stands ...” and 


“The most conspicuous symptom ... is 
brown, stunted new shoots with short, — 
brown needles.” = 

The birch trees were struck by the 
parasite birch leaf miner, according to 
Tomasz. In “Guide to Birch Trees,” 
found on The University of 
Saskatchewan’s Gardenline website, — 
Russel Friesen considers this villain as _ 
“.. rarely lethal to birches,” but” 
because the parasite is “highly visible — 
and disfiguring” it is often considered 
to be the immediate problem, when 
sometimes it is not. Friesen states 
symptoms as “(apparent) brown spots 
near the leaf’s center” and the damage — 
is usually noticed in June. : 

The cherry trees by the gym were 
dying and had most likely had been 
girdled by the bags they may have 
been planted in, according to Tomasz. 

Tomasz believes that much of this 
summier’s tree issues have been due to 
the on-and-off wet, dry and hot weath- 
ef. 

Around the library, decaying side-_ 
walks had been tom up, tearing down 
some of the bushes in their wake. 

So in all actuality, yes, there has 
been a tree massacre on campus, 
although it is the fault mainly of para- 
sites, funguses, bags and construction 
work, not that of the maintenance 
department. ; 


Construction crews finish off the last of the trees in 
front ofthe Sport and Fitness Center. 
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GOP colleagues urge 
Craig to resign in 
bathroom arrest 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Idaho 
Sen. Larry Craig’s political sup- 
port eroded significantly 
Wednesday as three fellow 
Republicans in Congress called 
for his resignation and party lead- 
ers pushed him from senior com- 
mittee posts. 

The White House expressed 
its disappointment, too — and nary 

_a word of support for the 62-year- 
old lawmaker, who pleaded guilty 
earlier this month to a charge 
stemming from an undercover 
police operation in an por 
men’s room. 

Craig “represents the 
Republican party,” said Rep. Pete 
Hoekstra of Michigan, the first 
fellow GOP member of Congress 
to urge a resignation. 

Craig said Tuesday he had 
committed no wrongdoing and 
shouldn’t have pleaded guilty. He 
said he has only recently retained 
a lawyer to advise him in the case 
that threatens to write an ignomin- 
ious end to a lifetime in public 
office. 

Sen. John McCain of Arizona 
and Norm Coleman of Minnesota 
joined Hoekstra in urging Craig to 
step down. 

McCain spoke out on an inter- 
view with CNN. “My opinion is 
that when you plead guilty to a 
crime, you shouldn’t serve. That’s 
not a moral stand. That’s not a 
holier-than-thou. It’s just a factual 
situation.” 

Coleman said in a written 
statement, “Senator Craig pled 
guilty to a crime inyolving con- 
duct unbecoming a senator.” 


Dodd, firefighters hit 
the road to boost 
presidential campaign 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Democrat Christopher Dodd 
said Wednesday he will make 
a three-day, three-state tour 
accompanied by officials of 
the International Association 
of Fire Fighters, hoping the 
popular firefighters will boost 
his underdog presidential can- 
didacy. 

The tour, which will begin 
Thursday, includes the early 
voting states of Iowa, New 
Hampshire and Nevada 

“There’s going to be light- 
ning in the cornfields of 
Iowa,” the Connecticut sena- 
tor predicted, as he accepted 
the firefighters union's 
endorsement. , 

Four years ago, the union’s 
endorsement energized John 
Kerry's struggling campaign, 
helping him to go to win the 
2004 Democratic nomination. 
The firefighters hope to be 
kingmakers again. 


Spurk Building second 
in line for renovations 


Continued from Page 1 


“Tt provides a great service to the 
students here. Instead of going all 
over campus to get what they need 
done, they have it all i in one place,” 
Hartleb said. 

The project. was selected from 67 
entries that were submitted and 
reviewed by a preliminary judging 
committee, based upon aesthetics, 
function, performance, sustainability 
and scope. Of the 67 entries submit- 
ted, 36 were recognized as Project 
Innovations. A final judging commit- 
tee selected 14 of the 36 for either the 
Grand Prize. or Citation of 
Excellence. 

Even though many are pleased 
with the reconstruction of the 


Student Center, most are still won- 
dering when the Spurk Building, 
where most students have classes, 
will receive its much need renova- 
tions. The building did recently 
receive a new roof and some class- 
rooms were repainted but it is still in 
need of a lot of work. 

“Tt does need a new air-condition- 
ing system and a lot of other things, 
but unfortunately that’s still a few 
years down the road,” Hartleb said. 

According to Hartleb, the college 
must follow the capital projects list 
created by the Board of Higher 
Education. That list currently lists the 
new Allied Health Center in 
Lawrence as No. | and Spurk, an 
estimated $6 million renovation proj- 
ect, at No. 2. 


The Intown Mall on Common 
Street will be demolished and the 
new building for the health center 
constructed. Last June the NECC 
Foundation paid for and started to 
relocate the six businesses that were 
in the mall. 

“We completed the relocation 
process in the end of May and are 
currently in the final stage of trans- 
ferring the title to the NECC 
Foundation before construction 
begins,” Hartleb said. 

According to Hartleb, once the 


purchase and sale agreement is con- 


cluded, the title will go through. The 
Allied Health Center will help 
relieve overcrowding in _ the 
Lawrence campuses and start new 
programs in allied health. 


NECC sports students 
to become role models 


Continued from Page 1 


Lawrence Boys and Girls Club 
decided that bringing the children to 
Haverhill, Mass. would expose them 
to different lifestyles. 

“Part of the idea was to take 
them somewhere else,” « said 
Lamborghini, continuing to say that 
if the children remained in 
Lawrence, “it wouldn’t have the 
same impact.” 

According to Lamborghini, the 


25,000 dollars will be enough , 


money to fund at least two six-week 
sessions. 

NECC students involved in the 
Sport and Leisure Study program 
will create the curriculum for the 
program under the supervision of 
Rob Parker, coordinator of Sport and 
Leisure Studies. 

“There is a real value in having 
our students work with the young 
people. We’re using college students 
to provide role models,” 


Lamborghini said. 

As part of the curriculum, 
NECC students will hold informa- 
tional workshops to teach children 
the basics of healthy eating. The 
children of the Lawrence Boys and 
Girls Club will also participate in 
physical activities including hip-hop 
dancing, basketball, volleyball and 
martial arts. 

“Activity is a big part of the pro- 
gram,” Lamborghini said. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the 
percentage of obesity among chil- 


dren (defined as body mass index- - 


for-age at or above the 95th per- 
centile of the CDC Growth Charts) 
is steadily increasing. Sixteen per- 
cent of children between the ages of 
6 and 19 (over 9 million children 
and adolescents) are considered to 
be overweight, according to the 
1999 to 2002 data. This number has 
tripled since 1980. 


According to Lamborghini, 
recent research has proved that the 
younger you educate the child, the 
more effective the outcome. 

“Tt’s kind of like planting the 
seed,’ Lamborghini said.- 

The NECC Financial Aid and 
Admissions departments will also 
provide workshops for the children 
from the Lawrence Boys and Girls 
Club. The workshops will focus on 
and answer questions regarding the 
advantages of attending college, the 
academic requirements and the 
financial resources available to 
them. 

Students enrolled in the NECC 
Sport and Leisure Studies program 
who wish to participate in the pro- 
gram should contact Rob Parker. 

For more information on this 
program, contact Nita Lamborghini 
at NLamborghini@necc.mass.edu, 
or Rob Parker at 
RParker@necc.mass.edu. 


Democrats blast GOP plan to 
cut funds for family planning 


By RYAN J. FOLEY 


Associated Press » 


MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A 
Republican plan to eliminate state 
funding for dozens of family plan- 
ning clinics would reduce women’s 
access to birth control and cancer 
screening in parts of Wisconsin, 
Democrats argued Tuesday. 

The plan, included in the budget 
approved by the Republican-con- 
trolled Assembly, would prohibit the 
Department of Health and Family 
Services from giving state funding to 
any privately owned family planning 
clinic. 

That would mean 32 clinics in 
mostly central and northern 
Wisconsin counties would have to 
close, cut services or raise private 
money to make up for the loss, said 
Chris Taylor, a lobbyist for Planned 


. Parenthood. In all but one case, the 


clinics are the only ones in their 


- counties, she said. 


The clinics, which do not provide 
abortions, provide more than 31,000 
patients with birth control, cervical 
and breast cancer screening and test- 
ing and treatment for sexually trans- 
mitted diseases, Taylor said. Low- 
income women receive the services 
for free or reduced prices while oth- 
ers pay on a sliding scale based on 
income. 

“Tt would be difficult to impossi- 
ble to meet the current need if we lost 
those state funds,” said Taylor, 
whose group operates 10 of the clin- 
ics. 

A committee is meeting to iron 
out the differences between the 
budgets approved by the Assembly 
and the ~“Democratic-controlled 
Senate, which would allow the clin- 
ics to keep receiving state money. 
The committee has yet to take up the 
family planning dispute. 

John Murray, a spokesman for 


“Assembly Speaker Mike Huebsch, R- 


West Salem, said a group of anti-abor- 
tion conservatives are pushing for the 
plan because they do not believe tax- 
payers should fund the clinics. 

“They would rather see more 
resources put into the abstinence side 
rather than providing taxpayer dol- 
lars for these types of programs,”’ he 
said. 

Lt. Gov. Barbara Lawton joined 


several Assembly Democrats at a- 


news conference on Tuesday to 
denounce the plan, which they said 
would hurt women by essentially dis- 
mantling a network of health care 
providers. 

Carolyn Ponder, a University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee graduate stu- 
dent who gets cancer screening and 
birth control from a Planned 
Parenthood clinic, said she was out- 
raged by the proposal. She said she 
wants to have children someday — 
but not until she’s finished. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Taliban free 12 South 
Korean hostages 


QALA-E-KAZI, Afghanistan 
(AP) — Taliban militants on 
Wednesday released 12 of 19 
South Korean captives as part of 
deal struck with the South Korean 
government to resolve a hostage 
crisis that began almost six weeks 
ago. 

The agreement, reached in 
direct talks Tuesday between South 
Korean diplomats and the Taliban, 
was criticized by one Afghan goy- 
ernment minister amid concerns it 
could embolden the insurgents at a 
time of rising violence in the coun- 


The hostages were released 
into the care of officials of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross at three separate loca- 
tions in central Afghanistan close 
to the city of Ghazni, an Associated 
Press reporter who witnessed the 
hand-overs said. 

The first group of three women 
were released in the village of 
Qala-e-Kazi¢ Several hours later, 
four women and one man were 
released in a desert close to Shah 
Baz. As dusk approached, four 
more hostages were freed on a 
main road around 50 kilometers 
(31 miles) from Ghazni, the 
reporter said. 

The insurgents have said they 
will free all the hostages over the 
next 48 hours. They have not stat- 
ed the reason for the staggered 
release, but one factor is believed 
to be logistical difficulties related 
to the fact that the captives are 
being held in different groups far 
from each other. 


German, Japanese 
leaders discuss global 
warming, terrorism 


TOKYO (AP) — The leaders 
of Germany and Japan pledged 
to push for a global treaty to 
slash emissions of greenhouse 
gases in a summit Wednesday in 
which they also called for close 
cooperation in the fight against 
terrorism. 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, kicking off a three-day 
visit to Japan, met with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe to discuss 
their battle against global warm- 
ing, the mission in Afghanistan, 
and other security issues. 

Both countries are promot- 
ing a plan to cut emissions of so- 
called greenhouse gases by 50 
percent by 2050. Merkel said 
Japan would take center stage in 
that effort as host of next year’s 
Group of Eight summit of indus- 
trialized countries. 

“We still expect difficult 
negotiations in the time leading 
up to the next summit hosted by 
Japan, and we expect the 
Japanese government to play a 
very important role,” Merkel 
told reporters in a joint news 
conference with Abe after the 
talks. 
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Volunteering mandatory for one professor 


Sociology professor 
creates database for 
nonprofit agencies 
seeking volunteers 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC sociology professor 
Cynthia “Cj” Crivaro believes com- 
munity service is so important that 
she makes it mandatory for all her 
students. 

She spent her recent sabbatical 
creating a database of nonprofit 
agencies that need volunteers, so it 
would be easier for students to fulfill 
her requirements. 

For the past 10 years, Crivaro has 
required all students in her 
Introduction to Sociology class to 
complete 15 hours of volunteer work. 
Now with the newly created data- 
base, other professors are considering 
incorporating volunteer work into 
their course curriculums too. 

“T don’t really know what got me 
into volunteering. I guess I just feel 
that when you find yourself so lucky, 
it’s important to give back to people 
who really need a little help. I’ve had 
students who have thanked me so 
much for making them volunteer 
because they’ve always wanted to do 
it, but could never find the time,” 
Crivaro said. 

The primary purpose of commu- 
nity service, according to Crivaro, is 
to foster citizenship and a greater 
sense of civic responsibility in stu- 
dents. It generally enhances commu- 


Features 


... When you find yourself so lucky, it’s 


important to give back to people who 
really need a little help. 


-Cj Crivaro, sociology professor 


nication, teamwork and creative 
thinking. 

Crivaro volunteered to work with 
emotionally disturbed children in 
college because she thought it was 
what she wanted to do with her life. 


Her experience taught her she would — 


be unable to. 

“T realized I just couldn’t do it 
because I would get too emotionally 
involved. I would’ve ended up taking 
them all home with me,” Crivaro 
said, adding that others who volun- 
teered with her decide to pursue it as 
a career. 

One of Crivaro’s favorite mem- 
ories is of a student who volun- 
teered at a local Alzheimer’s nurs- 
ing home. Each week, the student 
dressed up in 1940s skirts and out- 
fits, visited the home, played Big 
Band music and danced with 
patients. After her required 15 
hours, the student continued to go to 
the home. Another student thanked 
Crivaro for pushing her to volunteer 
at the Little Sprouts day care center 
on campus. * 

The volunteer database, found 
on the NECC Web site, shows the 
placements available in a number of 
areas, including working with ani- 
mals, children, adolescents and the 
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YOU CAN SUCCEED IN COLLEGE! 


And The Ultimate Road Trip: Campus2Career program 
can show you how... 


Come to the presentation on 


Tues., September 25th at 6pm on the Lawrence, Dimitry Campus 


Wed., September 26th at noon on the Haverhill Campus, TC103B 


Or 


to learn more about: 


-Successfully Managing the Transition to College 
-Tips for Getting Great Grades and Managing Time 
-The Power of Work Experience and Internships 
-Meaningful Extracurricular Involvement 

-The Importance of Starting NOW 


This program can help you navigate through life and career options - which 
can ultimately lead to successful experiences in college and beyond. 


This event is sponsored by NECC Department of Student Activities, part of College Life, 
Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services. For more information, contact Student Activities at 


* 


978/556-3731 or check out the website at www.makingitcount.com. 
To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978/556-3897 V/TTY. 


elderly; clerical or maintenance 
work; tutoring and literacy, and tasks 
specific to a particular agency. 
Students can search by town or city, 
or by activity. Students can scan 
through files that offer the informa- 


tion they need in order to make a - 


decision. Each file lists the name and 
address of the nonprofit agencies 
looking for volunteers, the contact 
person with either a phone number 
or an e-mail address, the minimum 
number of volunteer hours required, 
whether a criminal background 
check is necessary, the distance that 
the agency is from the Haverhill 
campus, and what type of activities 
the position requires. 

The site offers more than 43 non- 
profit agencies that are. within 15 
miles of the campus and a variety of 
volunteer positions for almost every- 
one. 

For example, students who want 
to work with children could look in to 
the Haverhill Boys Club, only five 
miles from the Haverhill campus. 
Students interested in working with 
animals could check out the MSPCA 
at Nevins farm in Methuen, only 10 
miles away. 

Crivaro said some nursing home 
residents would like to write their 


Cj Crivaro requires her sociology students to 


¢ 


complete 15 hours of community service. — 


memoirs, but are unable to do so, so 
it would be perfect for students 
majoring in English or history to help 
the seniors with their task. 

“Students would probably learn 
more than they in a classroom,” 
Crivaro said. 

Crivaro is organizing a major 
volunteerism event for Oct. 13 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Buttonwoods 
Museum, 240 Water St., Haverhill. 

“T wanted something high profile 
where people could see Northern 
Essex students doing something 
that’s so important to the communi- 
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ty,” Crivaro said. _ 
Students will donate time and — 
energy to clean, paint and revitalize 3 
the museum. In return they will — 
receive a letter of participation from — 
NECC as well as the Haverhill 
Historical Society, and at least one of 
several gift certificates and coupons 
donated by local businesses. 
For more information on volun- 
teerism at NECC, call Cj Crivaro at 
978-556-3684, email © 
ccrivaro@necc.mass.edu or visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/community_ser 
vice/index.php. ae 
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NECC professor 
First in the Nation’ 
debuted July 4 


By SARA CopAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“First in the Nation,” by 
Northern Essex Professor Richard 
Padova, is a brief but informative 
book about the New Hampshire pres- 
idential primaries. It provides the 
readers with a basic idea of who ran 


in what year, and also paints an inter-- 


_ esting picture of what it is like work- 

ing on a campaign. 
Padova wrote the book because 
he wanted to share his experiences 
‘with other people, and _ inspire 
them to get involved with a candi- 
date. He said, “People were telling 
me to put my experiences into writ- 
ing, to share it for other people to 

- enjoy.” 

He describes his book as a sort of 
inspirational memoir. 

“First in the Nation” starts in 
1980, and continues all the way to the 
present, including a final chapter 
looking ahead to the 2008 presiden- 
tial election. 

. Each chapter begins by giving a 
brief description of the candidates 
from both Democratic and 
Republican parties who ran in each 
New Hampshire primary covered in 
the book. 

. After the description of the 
candidates, Padova shares his own 
experiences with the reader. 

He succeeds in sparking in spark- 
ing an interest in participating in the 


primaries by making mundane work 
such as making phone calls sound 
interesting. He said, “You never 
know who you are going to get at the 
end of the line.” 

He shares his experiences call- 
ing people and going door-to-door 
in. various neighborhoods, and 
attempts to put his negative experi- 
ences in a comical light. He takes 
what might be someone’s biggest 
excuses for not wanting to be 
involved with a campaign and 
smashes them to little bits. Instead 
of getting angry when he is mistak- 
en for a telemarketer, or  acciden- 
tally calls a house that supports 
a different candidate, he finds humor 


in it. 


Padova also tells stories about 
marching in parades and meeting 
candidates. At one point in the book, 
he describes the time Joe and 
Hadassah. Lieberman stopped at his 
house while they were touring New 
Hampshire. After that, Padova: and 
his wife attended an event at the 
Liebermans’ apartment in 
Manchester, N.H., which they had 
been renting for the campaign. 

In addition to allowing him to 
write a book, Padova’s experiences 
from the primaries is a bonus as a 
teacher. He said, “It given me the 
ability to share first-hand experience 
with my students, and to personalize 
the class.” 

You don’t need to be a political 
junkie to enjoy this book. It is quick 
to read, easy to understand, and very 
informative at the same time. “First 
in the Nation” premiered July 4, and 
can be bought from Padova for $10. 
He says that once classes get 
underway, he is hoping to have a 
meet the author event, where stu- 
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Padova shares campaign stories 


Courtesy photo 


Professor Richard Padova on July 4 at the release of his book “First in the Nation” 
at the Heritage Museum in Lawrence. 


dents can purchase the book at half 
price. : 

He said, “I hope to inspire 
students to become involved in 
politics, follow campaigns and get 
involved with a candidate they 
support.” 3 

Padova is also planning start an 
Obama club. This club would consist 
of students who support Barack 
Obama for president. The members 
would discuss politics and get a 
chance to work on the campaign dur- 
ing the New Hampshire primaries. 


fe 


I hope to inspire students to become 
involved in politics, follow campaigns 
and to get involved with a candidate 
they support. ; 

— Richard Padova 


‘Burn Notice’ fully loaded with action, laughs 


Jeffrey Donovan 
Stars as ex-spy in 
summer USA show 


By SARA CoDAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


When a spy gets fired, it makes 
a superb action comedy. This sum- 
mer, USA’s new show “Burn 
~ Notice” was a success. The show 
had the perfect balance of believable 
action, comedy and a hint of 
romance. 

The lead character in “Burn 
Notice” is a recently fired spy named 
Michael Weston. He is played by 
Jeffrey Donovan. 

Donovan was born in Amesbury, 
got his Bachelor of Arts from.U Mass 
Amherst, then got a Master of Fine 
Arts in acting from New York 
University. 

The first episode begins when 
Weston finds out he is fired in the 
middle of a mission, gets beat up by 
the bad guys, then winds up in Miami 
with nothing but the clothes on his 
back. 

He turns to his eccentric 
ex-girlfriend, her estranged mother 
and a retired FBI agent. While he is 
trying to figure out who burned 
him, he needs money, and soon 
gets a reputation as the guy who 
helps people out of tough situa- 


tions. “Helping” people usually 
involves things like scaring crime 
bosses out of neighborhoods, sav- 
ing kidnap victims or helping an 
innocent man figure out who set 
him up. 

Aside from being a good guy, 
Michael is also trying to clear his 
name and get back to work. Despite 
his begging, bribing and blackmail, 
he has only managed to find a little 
piece of the puzzle, and a few 
assassins. 

The show has the just the right 


amount of action and suspense’ to 


keep you on the edge of your seat, 
but the emotional aspect of the spy 
trying or trying not to adapt to a nor- 
mal laugh, along with Weston’s 
cocky personality, keeps you laugh- 
ing. He’s like the unemployed 
version of James Bond. 

The writers got really creative 
with the scenarios that Michael 
got put in. Having an ex-spy tak- 
ing out gangsters and arms dealers 
can be funny yet serious at the 
same time. 

The action aspect of the show 
was not overdone. Sometimes on 
television and in Hollywood, the 
action is so big that there is no way 
it could happen in real life. This was 
not true for “Burn Notice.” 

There were fight scenes, some 


-car chases and jumping off of high 


things, but they were done with 
taste, and they all looked like they 
could have really happened. 

For example, the one time there 


was a car chase with the cops, it only 
lasted a few seconds, and then 


Weston and a female character © 


ditched the car in a garage and blend- 
ed with the crowd before the cops 
actually saw their faces.and called for 
backup. 

Another example is one time 
when Weston was being chased, he 
jumped from a car garage that was 
maybe two stories off the ground. In 
some action shows, he would have 
been unscathed and kept running. 
However, he sprained his foot and 
had to take a cab home because his 
girlfriend, who was supposed to pick 
him up, left. 

The interaction between the 
characters makes for a lot of laughs. 
Fiona, Michael’s ex-girlfriend, is 
constantly resorting to every 
method in the book to get him back. 
Each episode she has some new 
attempt, whether it be pestering 
him, making him jealous or kicking 
his butt. 

So far, Michael lha been success- 
ful in all jobs. He has been smarter 
and more skilled than his opponent, 
even coming out on top when he is 
outnumbered. 

The show is not on again until 
after the U.S. Opén. 

When it returns, the synopsis for 
the next episode said that Michael 
was going to be going up against 


some as skilled and smart as him, but 


more ruthless. 
I'll be looking forward to seeing 
how he handles it. 


USA Network 


Jeffrey Donovan is like an unemployed James Bond 
as Michael Westin in the summer TV series “Burn 
Notice.” 
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Have your name in lights at NECC 


Your guide to dance, 
music, literature and 
theater at NECC 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


If dancing is your thing, then you 
might want to check out the Dance 
Club. 

Dance Club meets every Friday 
from noon to 1 p.m. in the student 
dance studio, which is located in the 
Technology Center. 

According to club adviser Elaine 
Mawhinney, the members spend 
almost the entire hour dancing. It is 
open to any student of any ability. 
Mawhinney said, “Come if you love 
to dance, if you want to be loose or if 
you just want to have fun.” 

Mawhinney said the dances are 
mostly hip-hop and modern, with a 
little bit of jazz or ballet. She said 
that most of the time, you'll be danc- 
ing to music you like. 

Whether you are a dance major 
or just love dancing, NECC offers a 
variety of dance classes, ranging 


from beginner classes to choreogra- 
phy and composition classes. 

If you are a student dancer, then 
you will have ample opportunity to 


showcase your work. There is the , 


student dance performance on Nov. 
30 and Dec. 1. The Still Point per- 
formance is in the spring, and some 
of the best from the composition and 
choreography classes will have a 
chance to compete in the American 
College Dance Festival at Goucher 
College in Baltimore. 

If you like to sing, you might be 
interested in signing up for chorus 
class, or joining the Chorus Club. 
According to club adviser Ken 
Langer, the date of the first Chorus 
Club meeting has not yet been cho- 
sen. However the club usually meets 
from noon to | p.m. 

If you’re a music major, you 
might want to know that some 


changes have been and are being - 


made to what was required. Langer 


said, “The primary force is to make it ' 


the best transfer program we can do 
because most music majors want to 
transfer.” 

Langer had made some changes 
last semester, but he ran into a prob- 
lem. “I went to UMass Lowell’s 


College library 
hosts visit from 
published author 


The NECC Libraries will host an 
author visit in the Technology Center 
on Wednesday, Sept. 26 when Yuko 


* Taniguchi reads from her debut 


novel, “The Ocean in the Closet.” 
The event will take place from 
noon to 1 p.m. in Room TC103A of 
the Technology Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 
After the reading, Taniguchi will 


> meet with the NECC Women’s 


Network Book Discussion Group 
from 2 to 3 p.m., and is expected to 
meet with at least one class. 

The Coffee House Press, which 
published the book, describes the 
novel as “a lovely paean to the 
strength and resilience of the young 
and the capacity for love and forgive- 
ness in the old. “The Ocean in the 
Closet’ is a call for peace and under- 
standing in dark times.” 

In the story, 9-year-old Helen 
Johnson can’t understand why her 
mother locks Helen and her brother 
in the closet of their 1975 California 
home or why her father, recently 
returned from Vietnam, seems so 
distant. On the other side of the 
ocean, Helen’s great uncle Hideo still 
struggles with the death of his sister 
during the occupation of Japan after 
World War II. When Helen travels to 
Japan to meet Hideo they start to 
unravel the circumstances of her 
mother’s adoption from Japan and 
the role that both World War II and 
the Vietnam War play in her family’s 
legacy. 

Taniguchi owas bom _ in 
Yokohama, Japan in 1975. At age 
15, she came to the United States and 
attended high school in Maryland. 
She earned her undergraduate degree 
at the College of St. Benedict/St. 


erie 
Yuko Taniguchi 


John’s University and her Master of 
Fine Arts from the University of 
Minnesota. 

Her first volume of poetry, 
“Foreign Wife Elegy,” was also pub- 
lished by Coffee House Press in 2004. 

Some of her awards include the 
McKnight Artist Fellowships for 
Writers, Jerome Foundation Travel 
and Study Grant, Minnesota State 
Arts Board Artist Assistance 
Fellowship. Yuko lives with her hus- 
band in Rochester, Minn. 


music department to see if our stu- 
dents could transfer as a junior to 
their program, I was told we needed 
more music classes.” 

One problem Langer has run into 
is that, because music is considered a 
liberal arts option at NECC, he is 
restricted with how many music 
courses he can require because of 
history and science electives. He said 
a possible solution to this would be to 
move the music major into general 
studies, so that less electives from 
other fields would be required and 
students who were planning to trans- 
fer would be able to take the courses 
they need to be a junior at any school. 

Parnassus is NECC’s literary 
magazine. Normally, there would be 
one issue each semester, however, 
this year there will be only one. 

Patrick Lochelt, who advises the 
club, said, “In the past, all the way 
up to the latest issue, Parnassus was 
published every semester (fall and 
spring), but this often was a strain 
on the budget for the book, and 
many cutbacks had to be made, 
unfortunately. When I was given the 
proverbial keys to Parnassus over a 
year ago, I decided I wanted to 
move to a yearly publication each 


IN Reg Ss Gree Gore. 


spring to double the budget of each 
book.” 

He said that they will still be tak- 
ing submissions both semesters, but 
the actual magazine won’t come out 
until the spring. He said, “Students 
will still have the same ‘odds’ of 
being published no matter when they 
(submit).” 

Parnassus is open to all students 
to join. Lochelt said, “Absolutely any 
student is eligible for joining the staff 
— you do not need to have an 
English or writing or art background. 
I'd actually rather have more stu- 
dents from different areas join to give 
the staff more of a diverse opinion 
base.” 

According to Lochelt, in the 
beginning of the semester, the staff 
members decide how they hope the 
overall layout will look, then they 
have to make posters, set deadlines 
and get word out about submissions. 

He said, “Students also loaf 
around and eat pizza and discuss 
strange ideas for posters that often 
feature obscure animals in absurd sit- 
uations for some reason.” 

There has not yet been a specif- 
ic date set for their first meeting, 
however, Lochelt thinks it will be on 


lege i fe 


of the first Fridays of the semester. 

Lochelt said, “Once the deadline 
is passed, staff members are respon- 
sible for reading all submitted mate- 
rial and scoring each in regard to 
whether they think it should be in 
the book, whether it might need 
some editing, or if it should be 
rejected.” 

Parnassus also accepts artwork. 
Lochelt said, “We will often go 
around the campus looking at posted 
artwork and photography and solicit 
submissions, but students can submit 
art into our box folder for submis- 
sions as well.” 

Which art is used and which is 
not is decided the same way as the lit- 
erature. Lochelt said, “We’ll have a 
staff meeting in which all art is laid 
out and chosen. After that, we decide 
the final layout, and the graphic 
designer and I get to work on the 
final product.” 

Parnassus also organizes and 
hosts a bi-annual literary reading. 

Top Notch Theater will be hold- 
ing auditions on Sept. 11 for 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” in the Top Notch 
Theater located on the third floor of 
the C Building. 
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Welcome to Falling Rock National Park by Josh Shalek 
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Welcome to Falling Rock National Park by Josh Shalek 
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ACROSS 
1 Stubble — 
6 Singer Collins 
10 E.T.s’ vehicles 
+14 Discredit 
15 Scarce 
16 Zola novel 
17 Rock overhang 
18 Ms. Bombeck 
19 Spadework 
20 Heavyweight 
George 
22 Bound upward 
23 Smidgen 
26 Precious stone 
27 Too soon 
28 Agatha 
contemporary 
30 Certain cookout 


34 Proper partner? - 


35 Groups of 
attendants 

39 Press down 
tightly 

40 Air again 

41 Frittered away 

42 Longest side of 
a right triangle 

44 Folk tales 

45 Knife sharpener 

46 Canal of song 

47 Ventilated, ina 
way 

50 Compensation 

52 Sure thing! 

53 Copier 

54 Philippines 
tongue 

58 Son of Jacob 

59 At any point 

60 Early Bolshevik 
leader 

64 Emerald Isle 

65 Transmitted 

66 Duck or dodge 

67 Warbled 


68 “South Park” co- 


creator Parker 
69 Paint type 


DOWN 

1 U.K. channel 

2 Moray 

3 “Float like a 
butterfly” boxer 

4 Jazz phrase 

5 Clear, asa 
windshield 

6 Superior to all 
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7 No__ done 
8 Cookbook 
author 
Rombauer 
9 Meager 
10 Like a very bad 
lie in golf 
11 Sea or way 
follower 
12 Shaq or Tatum 
13 Too saccharine 
21 Boxing official 
23 Profundity 
24 Orderly display 
25 Goodyear’s 
airship 
27 Misspeak 
29 Authorization 
31 Parade about 
32 Weekend bash 
33 Burial 
procession 
36 Great honor 
37 Unnerving 
38 Broom stroke 
43 Your, of yore 
47 Alan and 
Nathan 


Solutions 


48 Word with soap 
or horse 

49 “Rosemary's 
Baby” writer 

51 Hayseed 

54 Experiment 


SuppaT Motes aid 
thar demand To bring 

the Troops home 1s 

under mining 
US. 


.. | say keep up 
With all This undetmining 
out 


33 


is Looe Peace 
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56 Cowboy singer 
Autry 

57 Monster of the 
Mojave 

61 Cart track 

62 Keats offering 


55 Declare positively 63 Annoy 
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Learn the ins and outs about 866 AS ani 
credit cards and debt. — 
Presentation by Professor Bill Zannini 


3 (c ceo , 
Monday, Sept. 24th. Wednesday, Oct. 3rd - S Be : 
12:30—1:30PM  12-I1PM ——— 
Lawrence, Dimitry Haverhill, Spurk 
Rm.L-244 Building, Rm. C110 


Sponsored by NECC Department of Student Activities, part of College Life, Division of En- 
rollment Management and Student Services. For more information, please contact 


978/556-3731. To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978/556-3897 V/TTY. 
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Hot fashions for any personality 


This year ’ latest 
looks andhow to 
make them your own 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


It's back-to-school time and there 

are a few “must have” items to be 

_ purchased, then crossed off your list. 

_ Notebooks, pens, pencils, folders 

and binders will always be needed, 

| but when it comes to fashion, we all 

| need a feel-good style that projects 
our personality. 

The rock look is still strong for 
girls, but with some variations. Last 
year, skulls were all the rage, on 
everything from shirts to hats to even 

belts. This year it’s all about the rock 
concert and tattoo-inspired tees, in 
fun bright colors. Choose from your 
favorite bands or pick a design that 
sparks your imagination. 

Match these comfortable, person- 
alized tees with a pair of skinny or 
classic fit jeans that go just past your 
ankles, or cropped at mid-calf. Add a 
crystal-studded belt or hat for that lit- 
tle “something extra.” 

For the warmer months, match T- 
shirts with a dark-washed denim 
skirt, or really stand out in an intrigu- 
ing patterned skirt that grazes about 2 
inches above the knee. For a more 
funky look, add a pair of bright socks 
or tights that will let everyone know 


you love to have fun, even with 


clothing. 


Finish off the rock look with 
some inexpensive plastic or beaded 
bracelets or necklaces. Crystal-stud- 
ded sunglasses do double duty keep- 
ing the sun out of your eyes and help- 
ing you look like a rock star. 

If rock's not your thing, baby doll 
or empire-waisted tops that are clas- 
sic “70s and ‘80s style are huge, and 
they offer a more feminine look. 
Found in all colors and prints, every 
girl can find one that will match her 


‘sense of style. Pair with a pair of 


skinny jeans or fitted shorts for a cute 
look. 

‘Bubble-hem dresses and skirts 
can also create that playful feminine 
look. Stick with basic solids in styles 
that come just above the knee. The 
best thing about these choices is that 
they can be worn with a bare leg or 
paired with leggings or even capris. 
To top it off, accessorize with small 
studded or hoop earrings and a pair of 
flats, sandals or slip-on athletic 
shoes. 

Kimono-shaped tops and dresses 
and Asian floral prints are an 
Eastern-inspired look that will be 
popping up in every store window. 
With their long and flowing style, 
they can flatter any body type. 
Choose a color or print that makes 
your eyes pop. Throw on a pair of 
sandals or flip-flops to keep comfort- 
able while walking between classes. 
Exchange them with a pair of wedges 
or a small heel for a look that’s ready 


for a night out to dinner or the 
movies. Round out the look with a 
simple necklace or bracelet and a 
pinned-up hairdo. 

For all the girls who hate spend- 
ing time in front of the mirror, this is 
your year! The laid-back look is 
back for all ages. Pair your favorite 
hoodie or zip-up with matching 
lounge pants and you’re ready to go. 
Another option is to layer a graphic 
tee over a comfortable thermal 
hoodie. Mix and match different col- 
ors with a pair of jeans and colorful 
shoes for a simple look that’s all you 
r own. A stylish hat or cap will add 
an extra touch. 

Guys, you luck out this year. 
Fortunately for you, with only a few 
additions to your closet. you’ll be 
ready to start the school year looking 
hip. The casual look is strong and 
easy to achieve. Choose a color that 
dominates a favorite pattern on a T- 
shirt, then match it with a plaid or 
striped shirt button-down shirt that’s 
left open and untucked. Throw on a 
pair of dark denim jeans or cargo 
pants, and walk through the halls 
with confidence. - 

Vintage-inspired jackets and 
hoodies look great layered over a 
favorite tee. Skater-inspired athletic 
shoes are taking over the shelves in 
most shoe stores and they are a “must 
have” for any guy’s closet. 

If the casual look is not for you, 
another option is to go preppy. 
Choose from the classic polo shirt, 
button-down or updated hoodie 


MCT photo 


The rock look is still strong for girls. Match T-shirts 
with skinny or classic fit jeans. 


available in almost every color. Pair 
these with khaki dress shorts or pants 
in tan, brown, navy or gray for a look 
that can be dressed up or down. 
Finish it off with a pair of white ten- 
nis shoes, loafers or sandals. 

The big difference that every 
guy will love this year is the sport 
look. Instead of lounging around the 
house in track pants and sports tees, 
wear them in style around the class- 


room. On days you want to dress it 
up a little, wear your favorite team’s 
shirt with a pair of jeans and white 
athletic shoes for something that’s 
cool and comfortable. On cooler 
days, throw a hoodie or zip-up over 
your T-shirt to stay warm and fash- 
ionable. 

No matter your style, wear it with 
confidence and your personality will 
stand out in any crowd. 


For the week Sept. 3-9, 2007: 


ARIES (March 21- 

~ April 20) Love relation- 

,,, Ships will no longer be 
ex complicated by outside 
social influences or strong family 
opinions. After Monday, expect a 
new wave of romantic acceptance to 
move stalled relationships forward. 
Aries natives born late in March may 
also experience fast home proposals. 
If so, stay focused: friends and rela- 
tives may ask probing questions. 
Later this week, pay attention to 
‘minor debts or delayed payments. 
Financial errors will quickly esca- 
late: carefully explain all documents. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Family stories, 
past social history or 
Taurus unfinished relationships 
may be a strong theme over the next 
few days. Long-term friends will this 
week be easily seduced by yester- 
day's illusions. Diplomacy and cau- 
tion, however, are important. Be 
patient: private fears may soon be 
revealed. Thursday through Sunday 
highlight tender romantic moments. 
Some Taureans will be asked to pub- 
licly declare their love, goals or 
intentions, Remain cheerful: opti- 
mism will bring the desired results. 
‘ng family arrangements may 
this week be briefly 
delayed. After Wednesday, pay spe- 
cial attention to last minute debts or 
financial requests. Loved ones will 


soon demand added support, encour- 
agement or revised promises. Be 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Rental 
agreements or short-term 


flexible. In the coming weeks, 
friends and relatives may need to 
question the actions of authority fig- 
ures. Don't hesitate to offer heartfelt 
advice: your past experience and sen- 
sitivity to detail will soon prove 
invaluable to others. 

_ CANCER (June 
ay 22-July 22) Public 
@) 7 reputation, group diplo- 

macy and _ workplace 

Cancer “ alliances are now vital to 
business success: after Tuesday, 
expect key officials to rely heavily on 
your ability to resolve social differ- 
ences or influence co-workers. 
Wednesday through Friday accent 
unexpected romantic invitations and 
bold expressions of. affection. 


Someone close may wish to move a — 


relationship to a new level. Late this 
weekend, discuss financial limits 
with loved ones. Caution or revised 
expectations may be needed. 


Je, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Romantic attractions 
may now be undeniable. 
Early this week, watch for 
potential lovers to offer 
subtle invitations or seductive com- 
ments. Go slow, however, and wait 
for reliable public statements. Before 
mid-month, new love affairs will be 
delightfully intense but short-lived: 
pace yourself and ask for obvious 
signals. After Thursday, a complex 
financial or business proposal will 
promise lasting results. Research all 
facts and figures: new career path- 
ways will soon emerge. 


mm! 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 
financial obligations may 


22) Yesterday's « 


soon be challenged or. 


redefined. Before mid-week, expect 
long-term romantic, trusted room- 
mates or business partners to careful- 
ly review practical goals and shared 
agreements. Don't be unnerved: in 
the coming weeks, others may need 
to publicly clarify their role. After 
Wednesday, many Virgos will be 
asked to adopt the duties of an absent 
colleague. Stay focused and use this 
time to gently probe key officials for 
private information. . 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Employment con- 
tracts will this week work 
strongly in your favor. 
After several weeks of stalled work- 
place negotiations, bosses and man- 
agers will now respond positively to 
new suggestions. Don't hold back: 
your emotional style will sway pub- 
lic opinion. Wednesday through 
Friday, however, expect colleagues 
to briefly voice controversial opin- 
ions. Late this week, a friend or lover 
may announce travel or family plans. 
Offer enthusiasm: an~ optimistic 


response is important. 
I], Nov. 22) Over the next 
few days, many Scorpios 
Scorpio can expect a rare social 
commentary from a friend 
or colleague. Romantic innuendo, 
hidden social information and power 
dynamics in the workplace may be a 
prime topic. Don't believe all that is 
revealed: by mid-week, privacy and 
discretion will prove invaluable. 
After Thursday, a rare financial 
opportunity may demand decision. 
Job openings, partnerships and quick 
contracts are highlighted. Stay open: 
outdated obligations need to fade. 


Libra. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


SAGITTARIUS 

ff (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) A 
rS close friend may this 
Sagittarius week need to publicly 
examine difficult family 

or romantic choices. Be supportive 
but refuse to act as mediator or be 
drained by intense emotions. Before 
mid-week, the personal dramas of 
loved ones will be misleading. 
Remain cheerfully detached, if possi- 
ble: this is not the right time to chal- 
lenge strong opinions. After Friday, a 
new era of social trust and romantic 
intimacy begins: expect sincere invi- 
tations, lighthearted discussions and 


rekindled intimacy. 
és 22-Jan. 20) Group activi- 
4 ties are unexpectedly 
Capricorw pleasing over the next few 
days. Powerful social and 
romantic rewards may soon arrive 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


‘through unique business alliances or 


new introductions. Respond quickly 
to all invitations: potential friends 
will soon ask for your undivided 
attention. After mid-week, some 
Capricorns will experience a com- 
pelling wave of social and romantic 
insight. A recently strained relation- 
ship may suddenly be clarified. 
Remain silent, however: others will 
need time to adjust. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

Feb. 19) Long-term 

AS tomance will now experi- 
Aquarius ence a brief phase of sen- 
- timentality. Over the next 

few days, expect loved ones to reveal 
lingering doubts or deep feelings of 
regret. Areas affected are broken 
promises, family relations or the 
long-term absence of trusted friends. 


Your support is needed. Stay strong. 
After Wednesday, unrealistic work- 
place instructions and business mis- 
takes may prove annoying. Use 
humor or philosophic discussion for 
distraction: group acceptance is vital. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 

% ¢ ~~ March 20) Before 
} mid-week, family com- 
Piscee T™unications may — be 
unusually intense. At 


present, loved ones will need extra 
time to adjust to changing home roles 
or late arriving obligations. Areas 
affected are romantic or social plan- 
ning and family support. Remain 
open and wait for clear signals. 
Thursday through Saturday, a new 
friendship or potential love affair 
may be strongly appealing. Explore 
carefully: passionate overtures and 
quickly deepening relationships will 
soon be undeniable. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Expect unique reminders and subtle 
emotional requests over the next two to 
three months. Long-term relationships 
will soon require detailed commit- 
ments, public celebrations and social 
revision. In the coming weeks, roman- 
tic partners will be highly motivated to 
pursue family improvements. Take 
time to thoroughly explain your needs, 
values and ideas. Agreements reached 
over the next few months will tend to 
remain for several years. After mid- 
December, watch for previously silent 
bosses or managers to announce seri- 
ous workplace revisions. Methods, 
daily expectations and the availability 
of promotions may all be affected. 
Don't ignore minor comments or lin- 
gering questions. (c) 2007, Tribune 
Media Services Inc. 
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TRANSFER COLLEGE DAY 2007 


Sponsored by 


Academic Advising 


Northern Essex Community College 
Library Conference Area 
Wednesday, October 24th, 2007 
10:00am - 1:00pm 
This is a partial list of Colleges and Universities that 
have been invited to attend this event 


PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


American Intern’l College Hesser College Northeastern University 
Amherst College Johnson & Wales University Pine Manor College 
Bay State College Lasell College Regis College 

Becker College Lesley University Rivier College . 
Bentley College Mass. College of Pharmacy Simmons College 
Boston University & Health Sciences Smith College 

Bryant University . Mass Maritime Academy Springfield College 
Cambridge College Merrimack College Suffolk University 
Clark University Mount Ida College University of Phoenix 
Daniel Webster College Newbury College _ Wentworth Inst.of Tech 
Emmanuel College New England College Western New England C 
Florida Institute of Tech. New Hampshire Inst. of Art Wheelock College 
Gallaudet University Nichols College 

Gordon College 


MASSACHUSETTS STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


Bridgewater State College UMass-Amherst Mass. College of Liberal Arts 

Fitchburg State College UMass-Boston ‘Salem State College 

Framingham State College UMass-Dartmouth Worcester State College 
UMass-Lowell 


NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 


Keene State College 
Southern New Hampshire University 
University of New Hampshire —Durham 
University of New Hampshire- Manchester 


MAINE UNIVERSITIES 


University of Maine- All Campuses 
University of Southern Maine 
St. Joseph’s College of Maine 


Academic Advising Center, Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center 978-556-3440 
Academic Advising Center, Lawrence Campus, Room L-135 978-738-7423 


Baseball team gets 


new backstop and 


dugout thanks to 
Coca-Cola 


By JONI QUINN 


Editor-in-Chief 


The NECC baseball team can 
finally play a season at home thanks 
to a $25,000 grant from Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company. 

“We have such a tremendous 
baseball program here. Playing here 
at the college instead of other high 
schools will be a tremendous asset to 
the team and the athletic depart- 


“ment,” said Sue MacAvoy, coordina- 


tor of athletics, recreation and intra- 
murals. 

The 35-year-old dugout was sag- 
ging and in desperate need of repair. 


It was recently removed and replaced 


baseball team, 


with an 18-foot high galvanized 
_ backstop that is 80 inches in length 


Baseball team 
receives $25k grant 


with a 6-foot canopy. 

The renovation also included a 
140-foot chain-link fence for both the 
bench areas with 70 feet on each side 


of the backstop. 
According to coach Kerry 
Quinlan, new benches will be 


installed by the first home game on 
Sept. 23. 


“Tt’s such a great feeling to be’ 


given these. The backstop and dugout 
are so much better than what we 
had,” Quinlan said. 

Out of the seven years that 
Quinlan has coached, the team was 
only able to play three games on 
home field. All other “home” games 
had to be played on the baseball field 
at Whittier Regional Vocational High 
School. 

“Tt’s so much better for the team 
to play on their home field. The 
guys couldn’t really call Whittier 
home. They would practice here but 
could never play until now,” 
Quinlan said. 

The four-out-of-five-year. state 
champions will have their first game 
on Sept. 15 at UMass Lowell. 


NECC varsity athletes 


receive National 
Junior College Athletic 
Association honors 


, wees 
Heather Fritz (left) of Haverhill, 


Mass. And Merri Burr of 
Londonderry, N.H. were mémbers of 
the 2006 All New England Region 
XXI Championship Volleyball team. 


‘Heather will be going .to the 


University of Vermont in Montpelier 
this fall to study premed. Merri Burr, 
who not only received academic hon- 
ors, was also selected to the 2006- 
2007 Volleyball First team All New 
England. She will be attending 
Simmons College in Boston for phys- 
ical therapy. They each were named a 
Distinguished Academic  All- 
American, graduating with a grade, 
point average of 3.8 or higher. 


Jarrett 
Mackin of 
Andover, also a 
member of the 
2007 state 
championship 


graduated from & 
NECC thists : 
spring with a business transfer 
degree. He will be transferring to 
Eckard College to continue his busi- 
ness degree and play baseball. Jarrett 
was also selected to the 2007 Baseball 
First team All New England. He was 
named an Academic All-American, 
graduating with a grade point average 
of 3.6 or higher. 


Andrew 
Eramo of % 
Merrimack, 
N.H.. was a 
member of the 
NECC State 
Championship 
team, and 
2007 NECC 
student com- 
mencement speaker. This year 
Andrew will be attenditg Boston 
College and majoring in political sci- 
ence. He was named a Distinguished 
Academic All-American, graduating 
with a grade point average of 3.8 or 
higher. 


Laura 
Rudd of 
Amesbury 
graduated 
from NECC 
with a degree 
in medical 
coding. Laura 
is continuing 
her education 
here at NECC in the medical field. 
Laura this year was the 5,000-meter 
and 10,000-meter champion at the 
Northeast district meet in May. Laura 
was an All-American in both track 
and field and cross country. She was 
named an Academic All-American, 
graduating with a grade point aver- 
age of 3.6 or higher. 


Share your 


sports stories! 


E-mail observer @necc.mass.edu 
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Courtesy photo 
Shown front row, left to right: Matt Hogan, NECC baseball player and Connor 
Nolan, NECC baseball player. Back row, left to right: Joe Bateman, NECC baseball 
coach; Gregg Buscanera, sales manager, Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Seacoast; 
NECC President David Hartleb; David Dumont, general manager, Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company, Seacoast; and Kerry Quinlan, NECC baseball head coach. 


Are you interested in 
becoming an NECC Knight’? 


Northern Essex offers 
eight varsity sports! 


# Sommuny 
an eee t 
aaeeee ¥ fet, 


Women's Teams Men's Teams 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Cross Country 
Track and Field 


Volleyball 
Basketball 
Cross Country 
Track and Field 


Please fill out a recruit sheet and 
slide under the door! Thank you!! 


GO KNIGHTS!!!! 


i 
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NECC helps make connections 


On Aug. 31 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 
p-m., Northern Essex hosted 
Connections, a day-long retreat for 
Woodbury Middle School seventh- 
grade students, parents and teachers. 
It offered a variety of workshops 
focusing on strengthening relation- 
ships, enhancing communication 
skills, building self-esteem, and pro- 
moting health and awareness. 

The workshops gave students, 
parents and teachers a chance to work 
together on important issues that sur- 
round adolescence. Topics were 
selected based on responses from sur- 
veys issued to parents, sixth- and sev- 
enth-grade students, and teachers. 
They were led by experienced facili- 
tators and were intended to actively 
involve everyone who attended. 

Student-only workshops includ- 
ed “Study Skills for Success,” “Love 
or Abuse? Teens Speak Up!” and 
“Risky Business,” which focused on 


issues that teens face every day 
including sexually transmitted infec- 
tions, pregnancy and peer/media 
pressures. 

Parent-only workshops were also 
featured, including “Surviving the 
Teenage Years,” “Encouraging Our 
Teenagers,” and “Building a family 
Vision.” 

Workshops for both student and 
parent included “I Like Who I'm 
Looking At,” “Catching the Reading 
Bus,” and “When I Talk. Who 
Listens?” 

Everyone attending was provided 
with a lunch for only $5.50 that con- 
sisted of a selection of deli sandwich- 
es, chips, soda and a cookie. 

Students reported to. Woodbury 
Middle School at the regular time 
and buses transported them to the 
NECC campus in Haverhill. All stu- 
dents returned in time to take their 
regular bus home. 


a ae 
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Will Mazza, Josh Tremblay, Sarah Bourdelias and 
Ashlee Krauss take a break from the workshops 
to catch up after the summer break. 


Sara Dias, Chrissy Lavallee, Taylor Kuegel, 


Emily Bibeau and Shannon Foglia take advan- 
tage of their lunch break to have some fun. 


All seventh graders, parents and teachers take 
a moment in the shade between workshops. 


Ryan Henrick, Tyler Breen, Matt Survilas, Ray 
Lundberg, Dan O’Brien, Matt Peterson and Matt 


Sanchez manage to find a bench and talk and eat 
as only seventh-grade boys can. 4 


mere eens ams fe ee mi NR) CELLO IIE, 
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Kara English, Shannon Devlin, Ashley Legere, Abby 
Boland, Kristy Bolvin, Brittany Webb and Sabrina Totty 


enjoy the last of summer before classes begin for real. All photos by Editor-in-Chief Joni Quinn 
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